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Don, rou knew /resxcr.: r.ennecy a iong time oeiore 
-e\v him and perhaps a long time before many people 
:' him as a Presidential candidate. Can you remember 
70U me: Jack Kennedy and what happened?" 
I met him. in the spring of 1956 when I was the DLFZ 

195 6 I wen: to the Democratic convention and is 
v-er his efforts to become the Vice-Presidential 
member going up to his hotel suite right after Adiai 
thrown :he convention coen. The Kennedys were not 
ncro than anyone :.se was for what had 'n.a.p-per.ed. I 
first -o;:h -o — - hier„ c.na Senator Kennedy and 3ob 




tnen succer.iv 


or .eaaers 01 tne 




know abou: it. So we wen: back to USLi and ;,rc:r; r.uch operated 

propaganda point of view. :: 

GRZZNZIZLD: -''Weil, how about :he Cuban missile crisis? "Was that 

the same kind of story? Do you recollect your own relationship 
during that time, both in the government apparatus and with the 
President himself? I: 

WILSON: "That was a totally different type of operation. Zd Ivlurrow 

had just been operated on and was convalescing at the time and was 
cut during the whole thing. He was up in New York State - so I was 
in charge of USL--„ A Cabinet meeting was held on Wednesday, 
Cctober 17, as I recall, of ».:at week -- a routine Cabinet meeting 
:o discuss keeping down, expenditures in the government and keeping 
a own levels cf personnel. After the Cabinet meeting Bob Kennedy 
came up to me and said : Y, "ill Zd Ivlurrow be in town this week-end? 1 
and I said. : No, he's too weak - he worJt be able to come back to work 
for a long while yet. : 3q'd was disappointed and then said, 'Well, 
where will you be this week-end?' 1 said r I s m going away to New 
Jersey. r And he said, : 7. r Al, don : t go. : So I said, : Ckay. : And I 
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ci stance on iar-rcay so - 
m and .old mem waa: the storv was and we went to work. 






the only cecole in l> b_ -i. who .-mew aoout ;ae situation until aooui noc 


on Monday v/aer 




ik a oit wnen tne iact was annonncec 


; v/gu-c soea.v. 


a~ -he ".vhite House. la was a very dramatic meeting - :he Secret. 
£;ute ; Secretary of Defease, General Taylor, Mr. 3a.il, 2/ir. Ivla: 
l.'lr. John IvlcCone, IVir. 1-ovett, Ted Scrensem Viae 3und;, 
several others, were ail seated around in the Oval Room. 
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cuesticn was w.:a:.ier 


soeeci s^ouic 


on Su^uiv or Monday. 


^i course 


. wai 2:0 in;: 


:;-ry was oe 


cran.cec u-j ana it was 


it tms meeting 


if it could oossibly hold until 3/lcndav it would 


oe acvantagecus, out tne Presicent snouic oe preparec to accress tne 


oecole on Sund, 


w; 


it turnec out 


id hold and thePresident 


Die to accress tnem on .^oncay. i went to a series 01 meetings, 
some with the President and some without, over the week-end. 1 


ziow wnen tne Pre sice 


learc ■ 


s.c recuestec anc receivec 


permission to tell three other people at US1A., he was very upset 


as is v/as curir 


: weeiv-enc wnen ne near a aoout 




tout it -- oecause 01 course ne was narira-v 
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YV oat was ms ov.*n mooc curm« 


.-.ow wou-c vou cescrioe nis mooc : ' 


ne was verv serious. 




one. Fir si ox all we had to determine waich static s v/e _etaed 3 

the me- who owned the stations who could make the decision m turn 
them over to die Voice of .^erica. Then we made preliminary plans 
for tele-hone lines to be linked up to these stations from '.Vasnmgton 
without me stations ever knowing about it. Cn Sunday nigat - go- 
about it because be, being head of the FCC, was important to me 
success of it. I was given permission to call Xev/: hlinow on hlcnday 
morning and 1 called first thing Monday morning only to find mat be 
had just flown to New York, to give a speech. So I tracked him. down 

oilier about 11:30 and 1 told him about the radio sta-ica operation ana 
he got one or two of his righthana men and tney agreed taat mis was 
le ~al, that it could be done; they looked into their records to see mat 
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paper what lie would say ~o each of them -- ;b.s same thing -- -hat 
this was a matter of national emergency, that lie was speaking on 
behalf of the President, and we had phone lines arranged. 1 sat in 
Salinger ; s office and he called them all up, one after another - me 
operator had all the calls stacked up. Zach man said yes, he would 
do it and me minute he said 'yes' I was on an open line to Henry Loomis, 
-he Director of Voice of America, and I would say, 'such and such a 
radio station in Miami says yes r and then the phone line would be put 
in. Although the calls only started at 6 o'clock, by 7 o'clock when 
President rlennedv went on the air all of those radio stations turned 

ts and picked up the Voice of America in 

daytime in most cases because they couic 

the daytime. That's how we informed the Cuban people of the American 
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:e EXCOlvl meetings until the end of the crisis. Gi course there's 
great deal we dii -hat can he better covered by others. One of 
:e major efforts I was concerned with was in the field of picrj.res. 
here- s no question but that the release of the pictures of the missile 
replacements in Cuba had a great deal to do with changing world 
pinion -- which I think started out to be very, v/eil I v/on r t say 
igative, but very questioning about the President's speech. Actually 
.e President's original inclination was not to release the oictures 
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: argument at one meeting oz -^^v^s^.vi aoout wnetner 
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nappenec was tnat tney were sent 
out to major Zurcpean capitals to be shown to top government officials 
only. In London -- due to, I 

London Zmbassv and a certain ; 
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ct misnao -- tnev were snown 


oictures were truiv out 


o tne or ess ana got on teievisi 
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ng that ever happened. The truth. 
jhe matter is it was not calculated that way. I really think they woul 
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dropping over Cuba in those cays?" 
WLLSON: ,: Yes. Cne story that has not been told was a plan to 

have a massive leaflet crop over Havana and perhaps severa. c .her 
of -he major urban centers in Cuba. I was given the responsibility 
for organizing this and the psychological warfare elements of "he 
military services v/ere put under me for this and we drew uo a 
single-page pamphlet. Cn one side of the page was a full picture -- 
the clearest picture there was of a missile emplacement -- and on 
the other side in Spanish was a description of what the Hussions were 
attempting to do by placing the missiles in Cuba. There was also a 
description of President Kennedy r s actions in setting up the quarantine. 
The pamphlets were worked on in a most secret manner at the USLA. 
and they were flown down to Ft. Bragg by one of our. chief officers. 
Me worked at Ft. Bragg with the Psychological Warfare Services of 
the U.S„ .lrm.y, who had a print ing press down there, and the U a S. 
---rmy printed up 6 million leaflets. T\iese 6 million leaflets were 
loaded into plastic canisters and they were hocked up under fighter 


of Cuba. The President never gave the order. In fact at that time 
I did nor mention now man'/ pamphlets there were, as I recall, and 
about a week later when the crisis had finally eased and 2vlr. Khrushchev 
had agreed to withdraw the missiles, the subject of the pamphlet drop 
came up. It was a -reed that :he pamphlet drop should be put into 

of the pamphlets. The President burst into laughter when he heard 
thaz there v/ere 6 million of them sitting around. They were eventually 
burned down at Ft. 3ragg. !r 

GRZZXPIZ1-3: ,n .7eli, ycu saw the President as a potential candidate, then 

as a candidate and then as President. What changes did you notice, if 
any, during those days?" 

WLLSCX: ,n .7ell, I must say he was certainly a more light hearted 

man before he became President than he was during the last year or 
so of his Presidenty. Me was still delightful and witty and all that, 
but the burd-ns of the office showed and there was, I thought, less 
casual banter than there used to be; he showed the burdens of the 
office at the end. I thought. " 


true when they '.v^rs ou: of town. :: 

or did he have a special role to play in those days ? rI 
WULSCX: "Ch, I : d say he was pretty much c£ a junior brother. 

>I~ was the younger brother ana they wanted to bring him along, but 
I don ! t thinl: he had any particular role of adviser or anything like 

WILSON: "I : m just wondering if there isn r t more I should give - 

more I might give on the Cuban missile crisis. It's been so completely 
covered. I might just give my impressions of Sunday morning, 
October 2S- because it remains most vividly in my mind -- the Sunday 
morning following the Monday speech. It was Sunday morning that 
Khruschev's message came in, in which he announced that he was 
going to withdraw the missiles. I remember it was a beautiful day 
and we met in the Cabinet Room at 10 o'clock we met twice a day -- 

the same -- that the curtains had lifted -- because only 24 hours before 
:.- locked so dark -- one of cur men had been shot down over Cuba, and 
I don ; t -kink anvone in that room.- as well as a lot of oecole outside 


-•_ come acme tne next nigh- — and then suddenly it ail resolved 

irning, and the attitu 
was iighthearted in that room. I mean, all of a sudden this huge 
burden was lifted and I felt like laughing or yelling or dancing -- 1 
was the youngest man -here and I f m not saying anyone else felt like 
dancing, hut that ! s the way Z felt. " 
GUZZXITIZjLD: "Zo you remember how the President felt?" 

WLLSGX: "Yes, he was in great form -- he was in GR2AT form. 

He was smiling and he was full of humour and he, too, had obviously 
teit a great burden lift. There was still a lot to do -- the meetings 
went on for quite seme time after that -- but that was the turning. 
pomt anc it was a marvelous morning. I : li never forget it as lon^ 
as I live. " 
C-Pv-EENITIZZLD: "Are there any particular anectdotes that stick in your 

m_id, or any particular instances when you saw the President that 


